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Volunteers Honored at
The Jewish Home for the Elderly

FAIRFIELD – Surprises marked the Annual Volunteers Recognition Luncheon recently, 6/8/10, at The Jewish Home for the Elderly, Fairfield. Ann Hornstein, of The Jewish Home, was named the Volunteer of the Year, Jonathan Cruz, of Stratford, received The Matilda and Julius Fleischer Junior Volunteer of the Year Award, and 26 individuals were recognized for reaching milestones of total volunteer hours. 

Selma Rosenblatt, President of the Residents’ Council, addressed the audience on behalf of the men and women who live in the Home, and expressed gratitude to the many volunteers. “Thanks to the young volunteers from the various schools and organizations who treat us like ‘fine china’,” said Ms. Rosenblatt. “I personally enjoy speaking with them as they tell me about their schools, their plans for the future. and how proud they are to aid us. We are grateful to all the volunteers who give of their precious time.”
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Ms. Hornstein, a long time resident of Bridgeport, started as a Jewish Home volunteer in December 1987. Every Friday
morning she starts as a Sales Associate in the Gift Shop, not far from the baby grand piano in the sun-lit Lobby and at 11 o’clock excuses herself from the array of jewelry, stationery, and other merchandise to seat herself at the piano for a concert of songs from around the world. Her music was so joyous Ms. Hornstein accepted the requests to perform throughout the Home. Residents, staff and visitors delight in the spontaneous sing-alongs she inspires.

The Matilda and Julius Fleischer Junior Volunteer of the Year Award is presented annually to a high school senior who has consistently demonstrated outstanding performance assisting the residents of The Jewish Home. Jack Fleischer, a dedicated supporter of the Home, established this tribute in honor of his parents, Matilda and Julius Fleischer. 


Cruz started volunteering in the Home after completing his sophomore year at Notre Dame High School to develop relationships with members of his community, not just to accrue the mandatory service hours. The convenient location was important as well since he could walk over as soon as school finished. Cruz is looking forward to attending Brown University in September.

 

“Choosing to volunteer in The Jewish Home is the best decision I ever made,” says Cruz. “I love everybody there, and have since developed a passion for community service. I want to incorporate the social services in my future career.”
“The people who volunteer in The Jewish Home demonstrate with every one of their thousands of hours the values we hold most dear,” said Shelley Berman, Community Relations Coordinator at the Home. “Making time to recognize their individual and collective efforts every year at the Luncheon is an important way to show our gratitude for all they give. As we look forward to another year of volunteers helping the Home fulfill its mission of enhancing life for generations, we are eager to welcome additional members of our community to our fantastic team of volunteers.”
Volunteers design their own schedules based on their availability and interests in accord with the residents’ needs. Information about becoming a volunteer is available on-line at the Home’s website, www.jhe.org,  by calling 203-365-6495 or emailing sberman@jhe.org
Ann Hornstein, 2010 Volunteer of the Year, with Ginger Speicher, 2009 Volunteer of the Year








Bertha Chayes completing a crafts project with Jonathan Cruz, recipient of the Matilda and Julius Fleischer Junior Volunteer of the Year Award presented at the Annual Volunteers Recognition Luncheon








